
         
    

 

 
 

  
 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Belmont Ridge Middle School 

“EXCELLENCE IN EDUCATION” 
 

19045 Upper Belmont Place, Leesburg, VA  20176 

www.loudoun.k12.va.us/bmrms  
 

 

A Message from Principal Hitchman… 
 

 Welcome to the month of May.  Spring has sprung at Belmont Ridge.  The 

daylight lasts a little longer and temperatures climb a little higher.  We see many 

students walking to and from school.  While we celebrate the return of spring, we 

still have six more weeks of the school year ahead of us.   

 During this time of the year, it is easy to lose focus.  However, the month of 

May is filled with many opportunities.  End-of-the year SOL testing occurs during 

the month of May.  Eighth grade activities such as the 8th grade dance, panoramic 

picture, field day, awards ceremony, and promotion ceremony will occur during 

these next six weeks.  As we notice more students walking and riding their bikes to 

school, please remind your son or daughter to practice safe routes to school 

procedures.  Specifically, only crossing the street in designated crosswalks, walking 

on the sidewalk, and obeying the directions of the crossing guard.  Students should 

also be alert to their surroundings and hopefully not distracted by their technology on 

their way to and from school.  By following safe walking and biking protocol, our 

students journey to and from school can be safe and enjoyable. 

 On Monday, April 27th, Belmont Ridge Middle School celebrated re-

designation as a National School to Watch.  During the ceremony, a banner 

indicating our accomplishment and a certificate re-designating Belmont Ridge 

Middle School was bestowed upon us.  I would like to thank our students, parents, 

teachers, staff, and community members for their support during the Schools to 

Watch process.  Schools to Watch designation recognizes Belmont Ridge Middle 

School as a leader in middle school education across the nation and we share the 

award and designation with you.  Without the support of our parents and community, 

it would be difficult for Belmont Ridge Middle School to achieve this prestigious 

ranking. 

 May is the time of year to assess where we are and make a commitment to 

finishing the school year on a positive note.  While our students have been granted 

additional freedoms such as bringing their own device with them to school, there is 

also greater responsibility.  When students, parents, teachers, and staff work 

together, anything is possible.  I encourage you to keep the lines of communication 

open during these final six weeks.  We are excited about the direction Belmont 

Ridge Middle School is heading and we look forward to the challenges and 

opportunities which lie ahead of us as we continue to build upon our excellence.  

Thank you for taking the time to read our newsletter. Have a great day. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Dr. Ryan P. Hitchman 

Principal, Belmont Ridge Middle School  
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RIVERCON coming to BELMONT RIDGE! 

 We are now just days away from Belmont Ridge’s first ever fan convention! RiverCon is coming Saturday, May 
9, and will welcome any and all students and members of the community who share an interest in art, anime, 

comics, fantasy gaming, science fiction and fantasy genres to come together and celebrate their passions.  
Activities will include gaming, film screenings, an art auction, costume contest, panel discussions, and more! 

 
We are pleased to announce that our special guest will be special effects artist Mr. RJ Haddy!  You might know 

Mr. Haddy from his amazing work on the hit SyFy Channel show FaceOff where he was a finalist and fan 
favorite.  Mr. Haddy has also worked on such films as Contact and Batman & Robin. Mr. Haddy will be on hand 

to perform a special effects make-up demonstration, as well as to answer questions and sign autographs. 
 

RiverCon will be held at Belmont Ridge on Saturday May 9, from 9am-1pm. 
Admission will be $5 for Belmont Ridge students and children under 14, $7 for adults. 

Tickets are available at the door; cash or check please. 
 

For more information and to download our schedule of events.  Please note that guests and events are subject 
to change due to personal and professional commitments. 

 

PLEASE VISIT: http://bemsrivercon.weebly.com. 

LIBRARY PAGES!   

 
SIGNS OF SPRING ARE ALL AROUND US IN OUR SCHOOL LIBRARY! 

 
*B.Y.O.T. in the Library: Students learned all about the library as a “green zone,” meaning that the use 

of technology is welcome.  Students who have a green sticker on their device (meaning that the A.U.P. has 
been submitted and the device has been approved for use in the building) may use their device for 
educational purposes.  Students who have already downloaded a free QR Code Reader app could enjoy 
accessing book trailer videos through a QR code posted for some featured library books. 

*Eighth grade students learned about Digital Citizenship during their Resource class block.  This 
program, designed by Common Sense Media, encourages students to be aware, safe, and respectful in their 
online communications and within social media environments.  Learn more about Digital Citizenship by visiting 
www.commonsensemedia.org. 

http://bemsrivercon.weebly.com/
http://www.commonsensemedia.org/


 4 

*Please remember that devices will not be permitted for use in the S.O.L. testing environment 
Also, students may want to bring a light weight jacket, a book, and a pencil to the room. Students will be given 
the opportunity to maintain a “Locker Library” during S.O.L. testing. When finished reading the book or using 
the items, please remember to return all books and materials to the drop bin outside of the library during 
testing.  Thank you! 

*We celebrated Read Across America Week in March’s Dr.Seuss Library Mystery.  Students each read 
a book to a young child and then creatively designed the next character (a combination of two or more 
animals) to appear in a Dr. Seuss book.  The following students participated: Madeline, Taylor, Needhi, 
Nathan, Marissa, Katie, and Brenda. 

*It was National Library Week, April 12-18!  In April’s Metamorphosis Library Mystery, students 
observed preserved bug specimens, learned about the different kinds of metamorphoses, and completed an 
illustration of the process.  The following students participated:  Beverly, Sachin, Isabella, Adaeze, Daniel, and 
Mason. 

*Look for May’s Lego Challenge Library Mystery!  See if you can you use simple machines to design 
and build a carnival ride! 

*“Great job!” to the many students who participated in the Virginia Readers’ Choice book program.  
More than 50 students read one-four titles and did book-talks.  Those who read four of the ten Virginia 
Readers’ Choice books earned and received a ballot to vote on April 9th for their favorite selection.  
*”Congratulations!” to the following students, who earned the vote:  Taylor, Melanie, Adya, Beverly, Grace, 
Chinmayi, Zain, Madeline, Ella, Caitlyn, Shiva, Leah, Brooke, Jasmine, Johnny, and Victoria. 
 
Favorites at Belmont Ridge M.S.:   Favorite in Loudoun County Public Schools:  
1st: Cinder, by Marissa Meyer;    One for the Murphys, by Lynda Mullaly Hunt; 
2nd: Ungifted, by Gordon Korman;    Cinder, by Marissa Meyer; 
3rd: One for the Murphys, by Lynda Mullaly Hunt   Spy School, by Stuart Gibbs 
 

*Our Battle of the Books Club, Team Belmont Ridge, competed in the Regional Competition at 
Trailside Middle School’s auditorium on Thursday, April 23rd.  Our team came in third, earning over 400 points.  
Thank you to faculty, families, and friends for your support as audience members! We would like to recognize 
the following students for their excellent participation:  Rohan, Erik, Mayur, Alexis, Natalia, Solange, Rushil, 
Sahar, Aditya, Nicholas, Ayrand, Rowan, Anumpama, and Alexander.  

A special “Thank you!” to Ms. Branch and Ms. Cox for helping our club as readers, and for serving as a 
judge and as an emcee, respectively.  Also, “Thanks a bunch!” to Ms. Bryden-Miller, librarian at Trailside 
Middle School, for organizing and hosting these events.  –Ms. Gwinn-Casey and Ms. DiMario, Advisors 

Thank you to our wonderful student volunteers who have helped us in the Library this year.  They 
have assisted in maintaining our bookshelves, helping teachers, running errands, and many other tasks.  We 
have appreciated all that they do for us.  We would like to thank:  Justin, Aisha, Miles, Emily S., Blair, Kelsey, 
Maria-Paula, Elijah, Abby, Gabriela, Swetha, Jannah, Taylor, Madeline, Yara, Emily S., Manonitha, Thirulok, 
Ritika, Prya, Josh, Sabrina, Keyhan, Rochelle, Esha, Cole, Hiba, Sushma, Madison, Ally, and Bryanna. 

 

We appreciate all the help from our parent volunteers, who have assisted us with keeping our 
shelves very organized.  Thank you ~ Mary Beth Greason, Sara May, and Kira Mayride. 

 
A very special “thank you” to Ms. Hough, library assistant extraordinaire, in honor of 

Administrative Assistant’s Day on April 22, and for all that she does to help students and staff 
throughout the school year! 
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RELAY FOR LIFE BUCKET DAYS! 
 

Bring your change and cash to donate in the fight against cancer! 
Relay for Life will be collecting donations May 21 and May 22 at 

Kiss and Go drop off. Any amount counts! 
 

$ Don’t DELAY – Donate to RELAY - In MAY! $ 
 

AGENDA CONTEST for NEXT YEAR!  
 

Belmont Ridge is running a contest for the COVER of next year’s agenda. Your design entry should be 
7” X 9” in size, and include “Belmont Ridge 2015 – 2016.”  All entries will be accepted in the main office 
May 4 – 15, 2015.  The winner will not only have their design featured on the cover of all Belmont Ridge 

agendas next year, but also receive two free Belmont Ridge t-shirts from our school store. 
Two students will be chosen as runner ups, and each get one t-shirt from the school store. 

 

A big “THANK YOU” to Dr. Morgan, from Morgan Orthodontics, 
for donating our new Belmont Ridge agendas for next year. 

 

 CAFETERIA NEWS      

     
The Loudoun County Public Schools new Secondary Lunch Menu is a two week repeating menu. 

This menu may be viewed online at www.lcps.org by selecting school menu. 
 

Week of May 4 Week  1 

Week of May 11 Week 2 

Week of May 18 Week 1 

Week of May 25  Week 2 
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                                                      CHOIR NOTES!      

*Congratulations to the Members of the 2015 All-Virginia Honors Choir! 
Our students gave an outstanding performance on Saturday, April 25, and represented Belmont Ridge 
very well! 
 
*Hershey Park Trip is coming up This Month! 
The Music Department (Choir, Band, Orchestra and Guitar) will be traveling to Hershey Park on 
Saturday, May 30, to compete in the Music in the Parks Festival.  This event is for the 8th grade and 
select choirs only. 
 
*6th Grade Chorus Concert is Coming Up! 
The 6th Grade Chorus will rehearse on Monday, May 11, Wednesday, May 13, and Wednesday, May 
20, afterschool from 3:30-4:30pm.  Bus transportation will be available.  The 6th grade concert will be 
on Thursday, May 21, at 7:00pm.   
 

  COUNSELORS’ CORNER! 

 
In the month of May, the school counselors will be proctoring the SOL exams. Please understand that 
we may not be able to return phone calls in a timely manner. If you need to reach a counselor, please 
email the counselor directly. We will have access to email, and will respond as quickly as we are able 
to do so. 
 
In the month of June, we will be hosting visits with our rising 6th grade class on June 8th and 9th. We 
are very excited to have our 2015-2016 
6th graders come to visit Belmont Ridge! 
 
Along with final report cards, we will be sending home Expunge Forms for parents to complete in the 
event you would like to expunge a high school course taken in middle school. If you are planning to 
expunge a course, please pay close attention to the deadline on this form, which is August 15, 2015, 
and return the form to the high school your child will attend for the 2015 – 2016 school year. 
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WORLD LANGUAGES DEPARTMENT! 

Foreign Language Week at Belmont Ridge 
Belmont Ridge celebrated National Foreign Language Week in March with morning announcements of 

cultural interest by students in all foreign languages. See the one minute “Lead With Languages” at 

https://vimeo.com/77166262 

National Exams 
Spanish students competed in the National Spanish Exam to test their listening comprehension skills and 

their knowledge of grammar and vocabulary. Results will be forthcoming. 

Level II and III Requirement 
Please be advised that a minimum grade of B is recommended for admission to Levels II and III in World 

Languages at the high school. Parents are encouraged to discuss placement for next year with their student’s 

teacher. In some cases, the path of success is to repeat and thus spend an additional year reviewing the 

foundational material so as to have a solid base to build a high school foreign language career. Colleges are 

increasingly interested in a long sequence in one language. 

 

Reinforcement and Enrichment  
Summer in the Arts Programs offered in LCPS allow students to reinforce their language skills through the 

foreign language institute. 

FRENCH CLUB – A GREAT SUCCESS!              
Our French Cine Club has concluded for the year. Many thanks to students and families who supported the 

Club. Motivation and attendance was consistently high as we viewed French family films and shared authentic 

French treats this year. We will resume in September: join early to be part of this student run club! 

            ¡HOLA! 
 

Seventh graders learned how to describe their relatives and how to order food in a restaurant. In addition, they 

learned these verbs: to have (tener), to be (ser/estar), to like (gustar), to eat (comer), and other verbs in the 

present tense. With this vocabulary in hand, students created PowerPoints and presented in class. They did a 

fabulous job! 

Eight graders learned how to give directions using commands. Using a real map, locations, and places, they 

chose a country and created their own trip. Their power points were very interactive and their work was 

fantastic! 

All did a magnificent job! ¡Todos ustedes hicieron un trabajo magnífico! ¡Gracias! Señora Kirk 

https://vimeo.com/77166262
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Belmont Ridge Middle School 

Standards of Learning (SOL) Assessments 
Spring 2015 

 
 

DATE SOL Testing (Grades 6-8) - Online 

March 3, 4 Multiple Choice – Writing 8  

March 5, 6 Short Paper – Writing 8 

May 7, 8 Geometry 

May 11, 12 Reading 8 

May 13, 14  Reading 7 

May  15, 18  Reading 6 

May 19, 20 Algebra I, Math 8 

May 21, 22  
Math 7 (7th graders enrolled in Math 7 and 6th graders 
enrolled in Accelerated Math) 

May 26 Make ups 

May 27 Make ups/Alg. I Expedited Retakes 

May 28, 29  Civics, Math 6 (6th graders enrolled in Math 6) 

June 1, 2  Science 8 

 

For more information and resources on the SOL assessments, you may go to the following websites:  

 SOL practice items: http://www.doe.virginia.gov/testing/sol/practice_items/index.shtml    
 
 Virginia Department of Education: http://www.doe.virginia.gov/testing/index.shtml    
 
 Loudoun County Public Schools: www.lcps.org Go to Academics>Testing 

http://www.doe.virginia.gov/testing/sol/practice_items/index.shtml
http://www.doe.virginia.gov/testing/index.shtml
http://www.lcps.org/
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PTO PRESIDENT’S PAGE! 
Math Camp - There are a few openings left for Summer Math Boot Camp classes. The 

highlighted areas show the classes and times where space is available. More information is 

available regarding the math classes and the registration link on the BEMS website, PTO tab, 

and click on Summer Math Boot Camp. 

 

Katherine Stethem – BEMS PTO President 

 

 August 3-7 

8:30-10:30  

Algebra 1 and 

Math 8 

Closed 

 

 

6th grade MS 

(for 6th graders only) 

Closed 

6th grade MS 

(for 6th graders only) 

 

15 seats left 

11:00-1:00  

6th grade MS 

(for 6th graders only) 

Closed 

 

Algebra 2/trig 

Closed 

6th grade MS 

(for 6th graders only) 

 

15 seats left 

1:30-3:30  

Geometry 

Closed 

 

7th grade MS 

(for 7th graders only) 

 

 

Geometry 

 

18 seats left 

4:00-6:00  

6th grade MS 

(for 6th graders only) 

Closed 

 

 

 6th grade MS 

(for 6th graders only) 

 

12 seats left 

 August 10-14 

8:30-10:30  

Geometry 

8 seats left 

 

7th grade MS 

(for 7th graders only) 

 

 

11:00-1:00  

Algebra 1 and 

Math 8 

Closed 

 

7th grade MS 

(for 7th graders only) 

 

Algebra 1 and 

Math 8 

15 seats left 

1:30-3:30  

6th grade MS 

(for 6th graders only) 

Closed 

 

Algebra 1 and 

Math 8 

11 seats left 

 

4:00-6:00  

Algebra 2/trig 
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Please contact Christine Spinosa or Kevin McGuire with any questions 

regarding Summer Math Camp (above) and PSAT Boot Camp (below). 
 

https://fs4.formsite.com/bemsptso/form28/index.html 
 

Ms. Spinosa – christine.spinosa@lcps.org  Mr. McGuire – kevin.mcguire@lcps.org 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

WHO:  7th and 8th grade Algebra/Geometry students who are interested in applying to TJHSST    
and AOS. 
WHEN: September 1 – October 14, 2015 
 

 PSAT Boot Camp will be held on Mondays and Wednesdays from 3:30-4:30 so students 
can take the activity bus home in the auditorium. Activity busses will not start until 
October so please plan accordingly.  

 PSAT Boot Camp does NOT register your student to take the PSAT, please make sure 
you have completed the registration process by the deadline.  

 

How can routines and practice assist with standardized tests? 

 On standardized tests, mental computation, estimation, or a nonstandard approach is often 

twice as fast as memorized algorithms, especially when the format is multiple-choice 

 Distractor choices on standardized tests are designed to match the typical errors that 

students make in mindless application of the algorithms 

 Students who have practiced in a familiar and comfortable environment are much less likely 

to make these errors and can complete tests more quickly and with greater accuracy. 

 Boot Camp will focus on core skills and problem-solving strategies that are required of 

students to be successful problem solvers on the PSAT or any other standardized test. 

 Strengthen foundational skills 

 Maximize time with strategies 

 Ample practice and reflection 

 
  River Hawk Math Club - PSAT Boot Camp  

 

https://fs4.formsite.com/bemsptso/form28/index.html
mailto:christine.spinosa@lcps.org
mailto:kevin.mcguire@lcps.org
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NURSE’S NOTES! 

The weather is getting warm, the sun is shining, the days are longer, let’s get outside and be active! 

Hydrate, Hydrate, Hydrate! Remember to hydrate with at least 8 glasses of water each day. 

Remember to limit your time in the sun during the extremely hot times of the day and plan outdoor 

activities in the cooler hours of the morning and the evening. 

Eat plenty of vegetables and fruit this season. Spring and Summer are a perfect time to take 

advantage of all the fruits and vegetables offered by our local farmers or from the produce 

department at your grocery store.  

Playing outdoors is fun and important for good health, use precautions when spending time in an 

areas that are wooded, have tall grass or shrubbery since you may be exposed to ticks. Ticks carry a 

bacteria that can cause Lyme disease. While outdoors: 

 Wear enclosed shoes and light-colored clothing with a tight weave to spot ticks easily  

 Scan clothes and any exposed skin frequently for ticks while outdoors  

 Stay on cleared, well-traveled trails  

 Use insect repellant for ticks on skin or clothes if you intend to go off-trail or into overgrown 

areas  

 Avoid sitting directly on the ground or on stone walls (havens for ticks and their hosts)  

 Keep long hair tied back, especially when gardening  

 Do a final, full-body tick-check at the end of the day (also check children and pets)  
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Choose Your Cover - Not all sun protection comes in a bottle. There are lots of ways to protect your child's skin all year 
long. Here are five you can try: 

 

1. Hide and Seek. UV rays are strongest and most harmful during midday, so it's best to plan indoor 
activities then. If this is not possible, seek shade under a tree, an umbrella or a pop-up tent. Use these 
options to prevent sunburn, not to seek relief once it's happened. 

 

2. Cover ‘em Up. Clothing that covers your child's skin helps protect against UV rays. Although a long-
sleeved shirt and long pants with a tight weave are best, they aren't always practical. A T-shirt, long shorts or 
a beach cover-up are good choices, too—but it's wise to double up on protection by applying sunscreen or 
keeping your child in the shade when possible. 

 

3. Get a Hat. Hats that shade the face, scalp, ears, and neck are easy to use and give great protection. 
Baseball caps are popular among kids but they don't protect their ears and neck. If your child chooses a cap, 
be sure to protect exposed areas with sunscreen. 

 
4. Shades Are Cool. And they protect your child's eyes from UV rays, which can lead to cataracts later in 
life. Look for sunglasses that wrap around and block as close to 100% of both UVA and UVB rays as 
possible. 

 
5. Rub on Sunscreen. Use sunscreen with at least SPF 15 and UVA/UVB protection every time your child 
goes outside. 

Sunscreen Scoop - Sunscreen may be easy, but it doesn't protect your child's skin completely. Try combining sunscreen 
with other "Choose Your Cover" options to prevent UV damage.  Sunscreen comes in a variety of forms—lotions, sprays, 
wipes, or gels. Be sure to choose one made especially for kids with: 

 Sun Protection Factor (SPF) of 15 or higher 

 Both UVA and UVB protection 

For most effective protection, apply sunscreen generously 30 minutes before going outdoors. And, don't forget to protect 
ears, noses, lips, and the tops of feet which often go unprotected. Take sunscreen with you to reapply during the day, 

especially after your child swims or exercises. This applies to "waterproof" and "water resistant" 
products as well. Keep in mind, sunscreen is not meant to allow your kids to spend more time in the 
sun than they would otherwise. Sunscreen reduces damage from UV radiation, it doesn't eliminate it. 

The American Academy of Pediatrics now advises that sunscreen use on babies less than 6 months 
old is not harmful on small areas of a baby's skin, such as the face and back of the hands. But your 
baby's best defense against sunburn is avoiding the sun or staying in the shade. 

Too Much Sun Hurts - Did you know that just a few serious sunburns can increase your child's risk of 
skin cancer later in life? Kids don't have to be at the pool, beach, or on vacation to get too much sun. 
Their skin needs protection from the sun's harmful ultraviolet (UV) rays whenever they're outdoors. 

Turning pink? Unprotected skin can be damaged by the sun's UV rays in as little as 15 minutes. Yet it can take up to 12 
hours for skin to show the full effect of sun exposure. So, if your child's skin looks "a little pink" today, it may be burned 
tomorrow morning. To prevent further burning, get your child out of the sun. 

Tan? There's no other way to say it—tanned skin is damaged skin. Any change in the color of your child's skin after time 
outside—whether sunburn or suntan—indicates damage from UV rays. 

Cool and cloudy? Children still need protection. UV rays, not the temperature, do the damage. Clouds do not block UV 
rays, they filter them—and sometimes only slightly. 

Oops! Kids often get sunburned when they are outdoors unprotected for longer than expected. Remember to plan ahead, 
and keep sun protection handy—in your car, bag, or child's backpack.  Parents, help your children play it safe in the sun 
and protect your own skin as well. You're an important role model.  For more information on sun safety 
http://www.cdc.gov/cancer/skin/chooseyourcover/guide.htm   

http://www.cdc.gov/cancer/skin/chooseyourcover/guide.htm
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Loudoun County Public Schools 
Department of Pupil Services 

21000 Education Court 
Ashburn, Virginia 20148 

Telephone:   571-252-1017 
FAX: 571-252-1245 

 
May 1, 2015 

 
Dear Parent/Guardian: 
 
Loudoun County Public Schools requires a new physician's order/care plan each school year for the medication or 
specialized care which your child receives at school. If your child will continue to need medication or specialized 
health care at school, you and your child's physician must complete and sign the proper form(s). Please note that 
parents may not amend the physician's order for managing the child's medical condition. 
 
 
The required forms are available in the health office at your child's school or online at www.lcps . om. Click on the 
MParents• tab and the forms will be found under Medication at School-For Parents. The forms should be returned, 
along with the appropriate medication, the week before school starts to the Loudoun County Public School that your 
child will be attending. Please refer to the MMedication at School Guidelines• enclosed for further information regarding 
medication at school. 
 
All Over-the-Counter and Prescription Medications require the Medication Authorization form to be completed. 
Below is a list of other health conditions with information about the required medical form: 
 
Please review and complete all pages of the Action Plans. The plan will not be accepted if incomplete. 
 

Medical Condition 
Severe Allergy and Epinephrine auto-injector 
Seizures 
Asthma with Inhaler and/or Nebulizer 
Diabetes 
Current Medical Procedures i.e. tube feeding.catheterizations 
New Health Concerns or Medical Procedures 

 
Parents must transport all medication to and from school. We ask that you bring in your child's medications 
with the appropriate paperwork the week before school starts. This allows the health office staff to 
organize/distribute paperwork and helps to promote a safe, healthy environment for all students when they arrive the first 
day. 
 
This information is being sent to you at the beginning of the summer in order for you to have sufficient time to have 
your physician complete his/her section of the forms prior to the beginning of the next school year. All public schools 
in Loudoun County require that appropriate physician's order forms be on file prior to clinic staff accepting and 
dispensing prescription medication, providing specialized health care at school, or allowing students to carry 
epinephrine or an inhaler. 
 

If additional forms are needed, please contact the school. Thank you for your attention to this matter. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

Leslie Carlone RNBSN 

Registered Nurse/Health Care Specialist 
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Loudoun County Public Schools 
Department of Pupil Services 

21000 Education Court 
Ashburn, Virginia 20148 

Telephone:   571-252-1017 
FAX: 571-252-1245 

 
 
 

Dear Parent/Guardian of Rising Sixth, Seventh, Eighth, Ninth, Tenth, 

Eleventh, and Twelfth Grade Student(s): 
 

The Commonwealth of Virginia requires that all students entering middle school and high school 

must have received a diphtheria, tetanus, pertussis (Tdap) vaccine booster unless the student has 

received a Tdap vaccine after the aee of seven years. Only one dose of the Tdap booster is 

required after the age of seven years, regardless of the interval since the last dose of pertussis-

containing vaccine.Please note that Tdap is a different vaccine than the DTaP vaccine. 

 
Immunizations may be obtained from your physician, military clinics, or the Loudoun County 

Health Department. The Loudoun County Health Department will provide the immunizations that 

arc required for school attendance at no cost. The Health Department is located in the Shenandoah 

Building at I 02 Heritage Way, N.E., Suite 100, Leesburg, (phone number : 703-777-0236). 

Immunizations are administered by appointment. If you choose to go to the Health Department for 

this immunization, you must bring a current immunization record. 
 
For rising sixth graders, documentation of the Tdap vaccine booster should be given to the nurse 

or health clinic specialist at your child’s  elementary school this school year. If your child will not 

receive the Tdap vaccine booster before the end of this school year, documentation should be 

given to the middle school or high school this summer.  Your child will not be allowed to start 

school without this immunization or a medical exemption. A list of students who require 

this immunization will be provided to each middle school at the end of this school year. 

There will be no grace period for your child to begin middle school on August 31, 2015, 

without this vaccine. 
 
All new seventh, eighth, ninth, tenth, eleventh and twelfth grade students will be required to have 

documentation of a Tdap vaccine booster prior to the start of school year 2015-2016. Students 

must have documentation of this immunization in order to begin school on August 31, 2015. 

There will be no grace period for your child to begin school on August 31 without this vaccine. 

 
If you have questions, please contact your child's physician or the local health department. Thank you 

for your assistance. 

 
Sincerely, 
 

  
Principal 
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SCHOOL CLUBS 2014 - 2015 

Club/Activity Meeting Days & Rooms Sponsors 

Book Club 

January 14 and 28; February 11 and 25; 

March 4, 18, and 25; April 8, 15, 22, 

and 23.  Meet in Library 3:30-4:30   

Mrs. Gwinn-Casey/Ms. Dimario 

Bright Life Buddies-**BY 

INVITATION ONLY** 

Every Wednesday 3:30-4:30 

Meet in C13 

 

Mrs. Dennis  
 

Chamber Choir (By audition) 
Every Wednesday 7:35-8:25 

Meet in Choral 1   

Mrs. Washington/Mr. 

Augustowski 

Character and Costume Design 
Mondays and some Fridays (tentative), 

3:30-4:30 
Ms. Garfield 

Debate Club 
Every Monday 3:45-4:30 

Meet in A6 
Mrs. Tsin 

French Club 
2nd Monday of the month 3:30-4:30 

Meet in Library 
Mrs. Stephens 

Guitar – Advanced Ensemble- By 

invitation only 

Meets on Tuesday &Thursday mornings 

7:45-8:25AM.   EXCEPT for 1st 

Thursday of each month. 

Ms. Jan Edmondson 

Instrument Switcher’s Club 
Mondays, 3:30-4:30 PM 

Meet in the Band Room 
Mrs. Robblee 

Jazz Band (**Audition Only for 

7th & 8th graders***) 

Wednesdays or Thursdays (depending 

on the week) 3:30-4:30 

Meets in Band Room 

Mrs. Robblee 

KLF Striders (Kids Living Fit) 
Tuesdays and Fridays 3:45-5:00 
Meet on track (if raining meet in front of 

school) 

Ms. Raburn 

Math Olympiad (**By invitation 

only**) 

Alternate Fridays @ 7:45 AM beginning 

Meets in C12 
Ms. Raburn 

National Junior Art Honor 

Society 

First Wednesday of the month, 3:30-

4:30.  Meets in Art 3 
Mrs. Campbell 

Playwriting Club 
Mondays and Wednesdays, 3:30-5:00 

Meet in Room C6 
Mr. Augustowski /Mr. Campbell 

Relay for Life 
Mondays @ 3:30 starting in February in 

A17 
Mrs. Branch & Ms. Dimario 

SCA Wednesday @ 7:45 in B10 Mr. Turner 

Science Olympiad (**By 

invitation only**) 

Alternate Fridays @ 7:45 AM beginning 

Meets in B12 
Ms. Raburn 

Show Choir (by audition) 
Thursdays 7:35-8:25 AM 

Meet in Choral 1 

Mrs. Washington/Mr. 

Augustowski  

VEX Robotics Club Fridays 3:30-6:30 PM Ms. Raburn 

Yearbook Club  

(**Teacher recommendation 

required**) 

Tuesdays 7:45-8:25 AM 

Meet in Computer Lab 2 
Ms. DiCesare 
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FRONT OFFICE INFORMATION 
 

*** We have several pairs of lost and found eye glasses up in the front office. 

If your child is missing a pair of glasses, please come by and take a look!*** 

 

Visitor, Volunteer, and Late Student Sign-In Procedure 
All visitors must show identification and report to the main office to sign in and receive a 

Visitor’s Pass to wear. All persons except registered and enrolled students and employees of 

Belmont Ridge Middle School are classified as visitors. A student who arrives at school after 

the official start of the day, 8:40 a.m., must report to the Main Office through the front 

door of the building. After leaving the Main Office, students are required to sign in at their        

House Office.  
 

Attendance 
Belmont Ridge Middle School parents, we need your help! When your child is absent, please call 

the attendance line at (571)252-2222 to notify the school. For your convenience, this is a 24-hour 

answering machine. An absence will be unexcused if the school does not receive a note or a 

phone message from the parent or guardian. 
 

Early Dismissals 
Students may be officially released to their parents or emergency contacts during the school day. 

Early dismissals will be excused in the event that a student must leave school to go to a verified 

doctor/dental or other medical, funeral, counseling or court appointments. A parental note is 

required stating why the student must leave school, what time the student needs to leave, 

and the parent’s telephone number to call. The student’s name, grade level and date should 

also be clearly stated on the note. The note should be taken to house secretary’s office before 

8:40am.  
 

** Please help your child to remember to ask their doctor, dentist, and orthodontist for notes to turn in to 

the attendance secretary upon their return to school. This confirmation should be given to the front office 

attendance secretary. This is great practice for high school, where this is a requirement. **  
 

Homework Collection 
1. Go to the school website: www.lcps.org/bmrms  

2. Click on "Staff" at the top of the page.  

3. Find the teacher's name and click on the name.  

4. Click the calendar link, or homework link, to find out what has been assigned in your child’s 

absence. Students must be absent for 3 consecutive days before work can be collected from 

teachers for pick-up.  
 

Address and Phone Changes  
Moving? New phone number? We need your address and telephone updates. If you are moving 

and your child will be attending another school for 2014-2015, please notify your child’s 

counselor as soon as possible. If you have moved and are still within our attendance zone, please 

remember to stop by the school to fill out a change of address form. At that time, we will need to 

see proof of your new residence. This proof can be a lease, deed, settlement papers, or a 

mortgage statement. To change a work or home telephone number, parents/guardians need to 

contact the attendance secretary at (571)252-2220 or access the PIMS link online at 

www.lcps.org.  

http://www.lcps.org/
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SCHEDULED SCHOOL MEETINGS  

 

When school is closed, parent meetings (parent conferences, IEP meetings, Child Study meetings, 

etc.) scheduled at Belmont Ridge MS on that day are also canceled and will be rescheduled. This 

includes meetings that are scheduled during times that schools are closed for a delay or early dismissal 

(ex: 9:00am meeting during a two-hour delay). We understand the inconvenience this may cause. We 

will work with you to promptly reschedule the meeting. 

 

 

  UPDATED BUS INFORMATION 

 

BUS PASSES 

Bus Passes may NOT be written for Bus #208 and Bus #736 at this time! 
LCPS Transportation Department has asked that only 6 bus passes be issued per bus. This means that 

each grade level secretary can only issue 2 bus passes per bus. They are issued on a first come, first serve 

basis. Students must bring their signed note from their parent to the house secretary first thing in the 

morning. Please include the following information:  

 

date, your child’s name, their friend’s name, their friend’s bus number, and your signature and phone. 

 

Every effort will be made between the house secretaries to issue bus passes to students who bring in a note; 

however, it may not be possible to accommodate everyone. If a pass is unable to be issued to a student, they 

will ride their regular bus home or be able to call home to make other arrangements. 
 

ACTIVITY BUS SCHEDULE 
Mondays and Wednesdays 

Dismissal: 4:30 PM 
Activity level bus service is a regional service only and is not intended to be the equivalent of regular 

school to home service. It is the responsibility of the parents/guardians to familiarize themselves with 

their child's activity bus stop location. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BUS #628  
BELMONT RIDGE MIDDLE SCHOOL  

RIVERSIDE PKWY & DIAMOND LAKE DR  

RIVERSIDE PKWY & HEATHERSTONE TE  

RIVERMONT TE & BROAD VISTA TE  

RIVERSIDE PKWY & BROAD VISTA TE  

RIVERSIDE PKWY & BROADVIEW DR  

GEORGE WASH BLVD & RIVER RIDGE TE  

SMITH CIRCLE STOP AS NEEDED  

FARMWELL STATION MIDDLE SCHOOL 

BUS #631      
BELMONT RIDGE MIDDLE SCHOOL  

RIVERSIDE PKWY & KIPHEART DR  

RIVERSIDE PKWY & UPPER MEADOW DR  

RIVERSIDE PKWY & KINGSPORT DR  

SELDENS LANDING ELEM  

TOURNAMENT PKWY & AUGUSTA VILLAGE PL  

TOURNAMENT PKWY & SARATOGA SPRINGS PL  

TOURNAMENT PKWY & SOMERSET HILLS TE  

ASHBURN RD & HIBISCUS DR  

BELMONT RIDGE MIDDLE SCHOOL 

 

                                         


